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  Middle School 
Blurb 

Mrs. G’s Corner 

Happy autumn to everyone!  I’m so glad to be back teaching ELA to my 

now 5th graders.  Since I already knew them well, we hit the ground 

running.   

 

We have been reading the novel, Wonder.  This is a wonderful novel and 

features a main character with a face deformity.  August is in the 5th 

grade and is starting school for the first time.  The novel’s theme is 

about simple kindness.  The novel is different from others they have 

read, because it has many different narrators giving their point of 

view.  A fascinating and honest book.  The students love it and 

hopefully I will be done by the time the movie premieres.   

 

With the extended double time block I have been granted, we have 

time for the novel and guided reading centers.  Guided reading began 

early as well, and their first comprehension tests were posted last 

week.  We have also started Vocabulary, Grammar, and completed our 

first Mission Monday essay based on the novel.   

 

Next week, we will continue with Vocabulary Unit 3.  The tests are still 

on Fridays unless I announce otherwise.   We take the test before our 

weekly trip to the library.   

 

Any questions or concerns you may have, please let me know.  I can be 

reached by email still at grade4@stambroselatham.com.   You will find 

my website under ELA Middle School.  The tab 5th ELA should come up.   

I still post homework and let you know what we are doing in class that 

week.   

 

Best Regards, 

 

Mrs. G.   

 

 

Friday, October 20, 2017 

Reminders: 
-Picture Day (in dress 

uniforms-bring sneakers if you 
have PE) on 10/24 

- School Mass on 10/26 at 9am 
-Box Top Dress Down on 10/27 

-Candy Sale ends 10/27 
-Parent Teacher Conferences 

11/8 

-10:45am dismissal on 11/8 

Mrs. Spera’s Math 411 
It has been a busy start to our new school year! Here is 
what everyone is working on: 
 
Math 4 has worked through place value up through 
millions and adding/subtracting large numbers.  We are 
currently working on relating all 4 operations and then we 
will move onto multiplication. 
 
Math 5 has also worked on place value by up to hundred 
millions and down to thousandths.  We reviewed 
addition/subtraction of large numbers, and now we are 
working on multi-digit multiplication. 
 
Math 6 were challenged right away with ratios v. rates, 
and rocked.  We are now working on computing with 
percents, which requires us to convert between decimals, 
fractions, and percents. 
 
Math 7 started off the year with deep diving into rates and 
working with word problems.  Now we are working with 
percents and applying to real life situations (tax, discount, 
top, etc). 
 
Math 8 is busy developing pre-algebra skills.  We have 
accomplished quite a bit in a short period of time.  We 
have looked at scientific notation, radicals, and now we 
are beginning to look at linear relationships.  We are 
analyzing what makes a line and how to calculate parts of 
line like slope. 
 
If you have any questions please let me know! 
Mrs. Spera 
msmath@stambroselatham.com 

Miss Viola’s Expeditions 

 
Social Studies: 
Grade 5: We are studying the different cultures 
of the early Native Americans. Our discussion 
is centered on how the environment affects the 
way we live. 
  
Grade 6: We are studying the Ancient Rivier 
Civilizations, especially Egypt. What made 
rivers so important to the ancient cultures. 
  
Grade 7: We are studying the development of 
the New England, Middle, and Southern 
Colonies. Our project is to portray the life of 
these colonies in a skit. 
  
Grade 8: We have headed West with the 
development of the Rairoad and the many new 
inventions since 1870. 
  
Religion: 
Grade 6 has been learning about the 
Covenants that God made to the ancient 
Isrealites. 
  
Grades 7/8 have been learning about the 4 
Gospel writies and at this time focusing on 
Mark the Apostle.  
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Miss Hill’s ELA Oasis 
Grade 6: Now that we’ve officially 
finished the tear-jerking novel, 
Sounder, we’ll be making our way back 
around to figurative language. This 
includes everything from the simile to, 
everyone’s favorite word, 
onomatopoeia. We will still be using 
Sounder as a familiar reference for the 
different terms. 
 
Grade 7: After the stellar vocabulary 
quiz this Friday (10/20), we’ll continue 
to make progress in the Divergent 
novel. The students will be encouraged 
to continue making real-life 
connections to the dystopian world in 
the book. 
 
Grade 8: 8th grade is officially halfway 
through The Giver! Much like 7th grade, 
8th grade will continue to make real-lif`e 
connections with their reading. We will 
also begin dissecting each character 
and analyzing their different 
personalities to understand what each 

character brings to the story. 

Mr. Barkamian’s Science Theory 

It has been a great start to the new year.  Here’s 

what we’re up to… 

Grade 5: Matter.  We’re getting ready to start 

measuring volume and mass, and calculating 

density of various objects. 

Grade 6:  We are beginning our chapter on 

Weathering & Erosion 

 

Grade 7:  We just wrapped on a lab activity on how 

to use microscopes and preparing slides with our 

own cheek cells.  We will begin learning all about 

cells. 

 

Grade 8:  Matter.  We have discussed the parts and 

properties of atoms, and we will begin reading and 

understanding the periodic table, and chemical 

reactions. 

 

Living Environment:  We just completed our 

enzymes lab and will finish our unit on 

Biochemistry within the next week or two. 


